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Report: Enforcement Programme for Plant Protection Products for the year 2004 in Ireland 

1.  SUMMARY
In Ireland, the Pesticide Control Service of the Department of Agriculture and Food is responsible for the control of both plant protection products and biocides. 

In 2004, the Pesticide Control Service (PCS) carried out 275 inspections in traders' premises to ensure that plant protection products offered for sale were registered and correctly labelled. Some 136 violations were detected - relating mainly to labelling provisions or products for which registrations had recently expired.

The PCS analysed 1410 samples of products of plant and animal origin for pesticide residues in 2004. This analysis covered 118 different pesticides and their metabolites Some 33 exceedances of pesticide maximum residue levels (MRLs) were detected in agricultural produce, of which 10 were in food produced in Ireland. Six of these indicated unauthorised use of plant protection products in Ireland.

The National Poisons Information Centre recorded 19 incidents of occupational poisoning with plant protection products. 

2.  INFORMATION ON ORGANISATION OF THE CONTROL  

All controls are carried out by staff of the Pesticide Control Service (PCS) of the Department of Agriculture and Food. The PCS is also responsible, inter alia, for implementing the regulatory system for biocidal products, for the classification, packaging and labelling of plant protection and biocidal products and for the national monitoring and enforcement programmes relating to residues in raw agricultural produce.

Strategy of the control

Control on sale and control on labelling and packaging are implemented by inspections at wholesale and retail stores and sales outlets. These inspections are complemented by an independent voluntary registration scheme (BASIS Registration ROI Limited) which undertakes the inspection and certification of wholesale and retails outlets as well as provision of training and advice.

Control on composition is normally carried out by chemical analysis of random samples of plant protection products taken during routine inspections of wholesale and retail premises.

It was not feasible to carry out on-farm inspections for control on use at user level. The principal means used to ensure the proper use of plant protection products are

· sampling and analysis of raw agricultural produce for residual traces of pesticides

· monitoring occupational incidents of poisoning that involve plant protection products

These controls are supplemented by self-policing quality assurance schemes in the grain sector, operated on behalf of Cereals Association of Ireland (which had about 6,000 participants in 2004), and the horticulture sector, operated by Bord Glas - the Horticulture Development Board (which had about 450 participants in 2004).

In addition, PCS staff members make regular presentations to advisers, growers and other interested parties to emphasize the necessity of complying with approved label instructions and the principles of Good Plant Protection Practice 

3.  REPORT ON CONTROL MEASURES

3.1 Control on Sale   and   3.2  Control on labelling and packaging

	
	Total

	                               Inspections
	275

	Infringements
	136


There were 136 minor violations (mainly labelling provisions or products for which registrations had recently expired) and 4 more serious violations. The latter involved products that had not been registered in Ireland. The products concerned were returned to the supplier in each case. 

3.3 Control on composition of plant protection products

Control on composition was not carried out in 2004. It will be resumed when the construction of a new laboratory, which is currently in progress, has been completed. 

3.4 Control on use at user level

The results are presented in Annex 2.

4.  CONCLUSION

The number of inspections of traders’ premises was somewhat less than in than in the previous year 275 vs. 349. There was a slight decrease in the proportion of inspections that revealed infringements (49% in 2004 vs. 51% in 2003).
There was a slight decrease in the number of MRL exceedances in routine fruit and vegetable samples compared to 2003 (30 vs. 32). This reflects a slight drop in the number of samples (853 vs. 894) and the percentage of samples exceeding an MRL remained almost unchanged (3.5% in 2004 vs. 3.6% in 2003.

The National Poisons Information Centre recorded 19 incidents of occupational poisoning with plant protection products in 2004 compared to 26 such incidents in 2003. This may reflect more widespread availability of online access to a poisons information database, resulting in fewer calls to the centre.

The results of the various control procedures indicate that levels of compliance with legislation on plant protection products are generally satisfactory. 

The results suggest that additional controls on distribution and sale of plant protection products would be desirable. 

The incidents of occupational poisoning suggest that insufficient care is taken when handling and applying plant protection products. Compliance with label instructions for the safe use of plant protection products needs to be improved.

ANNEX 1

Specific problems

There were no specific problems that could have implications for other member states.

ANNEX 2

1   Inspections and monitoring carried out in accordance with Directives on residues in food

The occurrence of excessive levels of residual traces of pesticide in raw agricultural produce indicates a failure to comply with Good Agricultural Practice (GAP), as specified on plant protection product labels, during production or storage of the plant or animal produce concerned. The pesticide residue-monitoring programme undertaken by the PCS serves to identify instances of non-compliance with the GAPs or non-authorised uses of particular plant protection products. 

In 2004, a total of 853 routine samples of fruit and vegetables, 64 routine samples of cereals, 371 samples of food of animal origin, 4 complaint samples and 24 targeted/statutory samples were analysed for their pesticide residue content. Imported produce accounted for 73% of the fruit and vegetable samples and 50% of the cereal samples. All other samples were of domestic origin. The complaint samples were all fruit and vegetables. The targeted samples were taken by way of follow-up to violations of Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) detected through routine monitoring in 2004 and earlier years and the statutory samples were taken with a view to commencing statutory action against the owners of the produce concerned. Also, for the first time in 2004, 54 samples of processed fruit and vegetable juices and 41 samples of organically produced fruit and vegetables were analysed.

The results of the analyses are presented in Table 1.

Table 1:  Summary results of analysis of samples of raw agricultural produce for pesticide

residue content in 2004
	Commodity
	Number of

Samples
	
	Residue
	

	
	
	None detected
	( MRL
	( MRL

	Fruit and Vegetables
	853
	408
	415
	30

	Cereals
	64
	51
	13
	0

	Food of Animal Origin
	371
	358
	13
	0

	Complaint
	4
	1
	2
	1

	Targeted and Statutory Samples
	24
	11
	11
	2

	Processed Food Samples
	53
	50
	3
	0

	Organic Produce Samples
	41
	37
	3
	1


MRLs were exceeded in 30 instances for routine samples of fruit and vegetables (see Table 2 below). Two of the targeted samples of fruit and vegetables as well as one each of the complaint and organic produces samples were also found to contain residues, which exceeded MRLs. No sample of food of animal origin contained a residue in excess of an MRL. 

Details of the substances found are given in Table 2.

Table 2:  Active substances found to exceed MRLs in routine fruit and vegetable samples in 2004

	Pesticide(s)
	Origin
	Crop

	Azoxystrobin
	Ireland
	Lettuce

	Carbendazim
	Chile
	Blueberry

	Carbendazim
	Ireland
	Strawberries

	Carbendazim
	Morocco
	Strawberries

	Chlorothalonil
	Kenya
	Passion Fruit

	Chlorothalonil
	Spain
	Beans (+pods)

	Chlorothalonil
	Spain
	Blueberry

	Chlorpyriphos
	Chile
	Grapes

	Chlorpyriphos
	Ireland
	Parsnip

	Chlorpyrifos
	Spain
	Carrot

	Chlorpyrifos
	Turkey
	Grapefruit

	Cypermethrin
	Ireland
	Celery

	Cypermethrin
	Malaysia
	Star Fruit

	Deltamethrin
	Ireland
	Lettuce

	Dicofol
	Brazil
	Apple

	Dicofol
	Israel
	Avocado

	Dimethoate
	Egypt
	Orange

	Dimethoate
	Spain
	Grapefruit

	Folpet
	Spain
	Lettuce

	Iprodione
	Chile
	Blueberry

	Mecarbam
	Israel
	Avocado

	Myclobutanil
	Ireland
	Lettuce

	Prochloraz
	Israel
	Passion Fruit

	Procymidone
	Spain
	Celery

	Tecnazene
	Ireland
	Potatoes

	Thiabendazole
	Ivory Coast
	Pineapple

	Thiabendazole
	Spain
	Clementine

	Thiabendazole
	Spain
	Mandarin

	Triazophos
	Ireland
	Carrot

	Vinclozolin
	Ireland
	Celery

	Vinclozolin
	Spain
	Celery


2   Occupational Poisoning Incidents

The approved labels for plant protection products contain instructions to be followed by those handling and using them. These instructions include measures designed to protect human health and frequently include recommendations relating to the use of particular protective clothing and equipment. Statistics on occupational poisoning incidents with plant protection products provide a useful, if indirect, indicator of the degree of compliance with those label instructions. Some 19 occupational poisoning incidents involving plant protection products were reported in 2004. None of the cases reported resulted in fatalities. Most of the poisoning incidents were associated with the inhalation and dermal routes of exposure. The results are summarised in Table 3.

	Route of Exposure
	 
	Number of incidents

	Ingestion
	
	1

	Inhalation
	
	8

	Skin
	
	6

	Eye
	
	3

	Multiple
	
	1

	Total
	
	19


Table 3:  Incidents of occupational poisoning with plant protection products in 2004
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